Microaggressions

(Sci Fi)
Power-chair user Lily faces many very tiny problens on her road to recovery.



| NT. PHYSI CAL THERAPY CENTRE ENTRANCE - DAY

LILY, a noderately-sized woman in her thirties, drives her
power chair up to the reception counter which is high, set
at her eye level. Behind it the CASH ER i s doi ng paperworKk.

LILY
H . |I'"m booked to see Sarah at
2. 30.

CASHI ER

And is your carer here with you?

LILY
| don't have a carer. VWere do |
need to go?

CASHI ER
Therapy Room 2. 1'Il call Sarah to
t he desk for you. She can take you
t here.

LILY

| don't need to be taken. If you
point me in the right direction
can take nyself. Can | pay for the
sessi on now?

The cashier grunts, types sone nunbers into an EFTPos
handset on a short cord, passes it over to Lily with sone
inmpatient juggling to get it wthin her reach. A heart-
shaped | ocket swi ngs around the cashier's neck as she |eans
over. Transaction conplete, she points at a SIGNwth an
arrow and the words "Therapy Roons". Lily toggles her
joystick and noves off to --

THE SIGN. Wi ch is hangi ng above a step up to a raised
level. Lily | ooks for a ranp. The ranp is the other side of
the reception desk. An OLDER GUY in gym cl ot hes cones past
as Lily three-point-turns.

OLDER QUY
(reversing noi ses, thinks
he's funny)
Beep beep beep beep beep!

Lily rolls her eyes when she's not in his direct view, and
goes back around the desk to the ranmp, glaring at the
cashier. The cashier ignores her.

| NT. THERAPY ROOM - DAY.

The room has a filing cabinet and chair to one side and
wor kout space in the mddle but is dom nated by nysterious
equi pnrent nmade of cables and pull eys plus shel ves of m nor
tools - weights, rubber bands, yoga mats and the I|ike.
SARAH, a fit worman in her late twenties in neat casual
clothes, is standing around, |ooking at notes on a

cli pboard, checking equipnent is in the right place. Lily
enters.



SARAH
(w t hout | ooking up)
Oh, hello! You nust be Lily. Cone
on in, take a seat.

LILY
Got one.

SARAH
Onh dear. Well, the first thing we
need to do is get you out of that
chair and wal ki ng around.

LILY
I"'msorry, | didn't catch your nane
- was it Jesus?

SARAH
" m Sarah. And in ny experience,
peopl e in power chairs get worse,
not better. There's no notivation
to inprove.
(to herself)

| can't believe they still give
t hem out .
LILY
You'll be pleased to know that this

one cones with extra notivation
circuits. Specially charged.

SARAH
Real | y?

LILY
They're called batteries. Because
notivation neans to nove... Never
m nd. Anyway, |'m not here about
wal ki ng. |'m here because of ny
shoul der.

SARAH

Oh. What's happened?

LILY
| ve been reaching up too high
trying to get things from shel ves.

SARAH
Can you stand up to get then?

LILY
Only if nobody's | ooking at ne.
There's only so nmuch energy | have
to spend on peopl e hissing "Faker!"
at ne as they wal k past.

SARAH
You should just not listen to them



Sarah gets out an icepack and bag of
applies themon shoulder and armand lifts the arm around.

LILY
Ri ght .

SARAH
well, we'll start with sone
stretches so | can see how your
shoul der' s novi ng and what
exercises | need to show you. And
t hen maybe we can tal k about nanite
t her apy.

LILY
Nani te therapy?

SARAH

(standi ng behind Lily and

mani pul ati ng her

shoul der as she speaks)
OK, | want you to hold your arm out
straight in front for ne. Nanites
are tiny little mcro things that
you can be injected with. They
attack your nuscle fibres, but in a
good way. Now, armto the side,
just at shoul der height. That's
right. And bend it up. The fibres
fight them and get stronger. It
builds up nuscle tone in a matter
of days to get you exercising fully
again. You could be wal king this
time next week.

LILY
Isn't that still experinmental ? And
only tested so far on nen?

SARAH
Wrth a shot. Wuldn't you like to
wal k agai n?

LILY
| think I have enough
m croaggressions in ny life w thout
adding a fewmllion inside ny
body, thanks.

SARAH
Don't be silly. You could be cured!

LILY
| want to get better, not be cured.

SARAH
You won't get better with that
attitude.

rice fromthe shel ves,



SARAH
K, nowthis is going to hurt a
little, but it should only hurt at
about a 5 out of 10. Mre than that
and you'll aggravate the shoul der
nore. | need you to bring your arm
up to your shoulder and hold it for
a count of eight, then rest, then
repeat .

LILY
Resting | can do.

SARAH
And that right there is your
problem You seemto |ike just
bei ng lazy. | suggest sonething
that will fix you and you turn it
down. Do you really think it's
everyone's job to work around you
and your limtations, give you
speci al treatnent, when you could
j ust becone normal again?

Lily tosses the bag of rice towards the office chair, hits
her joystick and begi ns working her way out of the room

LILY
| amnormal. You're the one who's
t empor ary.

SARAH
What on earth are you talking
about ?

LILY
You' re about eight years younger
than nme. | didn't develop this
condition until about five years
ago. Have you ever considered your
own odds?

Canera follows Lily out of the room and back into--
PHYSI CAL THERAPY CENTRE ENTRANCE AREA

She speaks over her shoul der to Sarah, who's foll owed her to
t he door.

LILY
Look to your own future. And ask
yourself - if you could be cured of

bei ng normal, would you?

Lily heads at speed straight for the shortest way out of the
centre, that one step down. As she reaches it she presses a
button and pulls her joystick up. The chair CLANKS, GROANS
WH RRS and lifts off the ground about twenty centinetres -
just enough to float down the step.



The chair

SARAH
Your chair can fly?! | didn't know
they coul d do that.

LILY
| save it for getting over all the
l[ittle things.

settles back down to the ground again.

SARAH

Way don't you just fly everywhere?
LILY

Because | |ied about it having

extra batteries.

Lily powers away to the door w thout |ooking back. As she
goes she presses a button on her chair arm A small |ight
di spl ay pops up out of the back of the chair. The gl ow ng
letters read "Sucks To Be You".



	INT. PHYSICAL THERAPY CENTRE ENTRANCE - DAY
	INT. THERAPY ROOM - DAY. 
	PHYSICAL THERAPY CENTRE ENTRANCE AREA

