WOMEN'S BUSINESS

A treasured charm bracel et goes m ssing when a team of outback vets visit
a renote comunity in Australia's Pilbara. Two of the community el ders
find out what's what fromtheir chairs.



FADE | N
EXT. AERI AL VIEW OQOUTBACK - DAY

The | andscape below is rich reds and khaki greens broken by
ragged rocky ridges. A pale red line against the green is
met by other red lines - cattle tracks converging on a | one
watering point with a wwndm|ll, near a dirt road that seens
to go fromone horizon to the other. From high above and in
t he di stance we see dots on the road and a plunme of dust. W
swoop in close enough to nake out that it's two 4WDs. They
are the only sign of novenent or settlenent out here.

EXT. COVWUNI TY CAMP, PILBARA - AFTERNOCON

Two dusty, windowtinted 4WDs pull in to a comunity.
They' ve got | ogos on the side that depict Renpte Area
Veterinary Services. The comunity consists of a double
handful of houses, w ndows and doors open or m SsSing,
couches and chairs on front verandas. There's an inpression
of heat in the light, and sporadic lazy bird calls. Sone of
t he Aborigi nal people who live here are spread around on
verandahs or gathered under a tree tal king and maki ng
craftwork/artwork. Many dogs roam sonetines eight com ng
out of a single house. Sone kids are playing football in a
m x of team singlets and no-shirts, but stop and run over to
check out the new arrivals. One of the adults, AILEEN, cones
over. Qut of the 4WDs get JOHN and HANNAH, wel | -tanned
Caucasi an vets; JULI AN, an Asi an-Australian vet; and TRI NA,
a young student vet nurse on volunteer placenent from

Cal i fornia.

HANNAH
Ai l een! Hell o again.

JOHN
Counci | | or!

Al LEEN

G day. Trip all right?

They shake hands and exchange nods. Trina is stretching
sore/stiff, and | ooking around at everything like a tourist.

HANNAH
(grin for understatenent) Bit of a
hi ke. You renenber Julian? This is
Trina. She's volunteering from
California. W told her you were
just up the road a bit.

Al LEEN
Wel cone to our country, Trina.

TRI NA
Thank you, Councillor Aileen.

JULI AN
H Aileen! (to the kids) Hey, guys.
Wasn't there soneone here who
fol |l oned Col | i ngwood?



2.

One of the kids conmes forward in a Magpies singlet. Julian
produces an Aussie Rules teamfootball and handballs it to
hi m

JULI AN
Trina is from California. She
doesn't know how to use our kind of
football. O which teanis the best.
You guys want to show her?

Mur mured excitement fromthe kids, and the gane is on. Trina
gets pulled in, cautiously at first but eventually with lots
of laughter. As they try and teach her to handball and
drop-kick, a very blingy charm bracel et sparkles and sw ngs
on her wist.

JOHN
Al right, let's get set up so we
can start in the norning.

Al LEEN
Over there, we'll set up your tarp
between those trees. 1'll get ny

sons to hel p.

HANNAH
Thanks. Got any spare doors?

Al LEEN
Shoul d do. Fuel druns?

JOHN
Yeah. Pl ease.

They scatter anpongst the houses. Aileen waves over a couple
of young nmen to help. As the sun lowers to the horizon and
crows and dogs watch, sonme ropes are strung up with a |large
tarp to nake a shade roof, six 44-gallon fuel drums are
rolled over and three doors are retrieved from behind or on
houses and placed on top to nmake three full-size

wor kstations. Trina hel ps Julian and one of the conmunity
men place the | ast door, then they stand in the gl oam ng

wi th John and Hannah and admire their work.

EXT. COVWUNI TY CAMP, PILBARA - MORNI NG

John and Hannah are sitting on the ground with Aileen, sone
of the kids and their dogs. Trina cones over, |ooking sad.

HANNAH
Morning, Trina. How d you find it?
TRI NA
Slept OK, | guess. But ny charm
bracelet's gone. | left it by the

wi ndow when | went to sl eep.



Al LEEN
That dangly sparkle thing you had
on yesterday?

TRI NA
Yes. My grandnother gives nme a new
charm every birthday.

Al LEEN
G andnot her. Huh. Well, let nme ask
a few questions.

HANNAH
We should get to work. Everyone

ready?

Nods all around. Julian joins themas they grab crates of
gear and take places at the tables, one vet to each door.
The kids and sone adults begin to line up with dogs in tow
ready for worm ng and spaying. Trina runs between the work
stations, adm nistering needles, hel ping shave belli es,
hel pi ng hold animal s as needed. Aileen settles herself into
a chair somewhere where she can watch it all, and DORI S,
anot her el der, settles beside her to watch and gossi p.

Al LEEN
Grl. Trina. You said it was by the
wi nda?

TRI NA
Yes.

DORI S

Sarah! Go | ook outside the | ady
here's winda, don't stand on the
marks, tell nme if anyone was there
[ ast night.

A teenage girl in the line, around thirteen or fourteen,
nods at Doris, stops playing with her dog and gives it over
to a much younger child, and wanders off. Shortly she's
back.

SARAH
Just one person. Dunno who.

DORI S
Need to practice nore then. Man or
woman or chil d?

SARAH
Man, teenager.

DORI S
Com ng out of the w nda?

SARAH
Just stood there. No one came out.



Al LEEN
(to Trina)
So, didn't run off wth any of our
boys I ast night, ay?

The two womren el bow each ot her and chuckle. Trina | ooks
nortified, but keeps concentrating on her work.

JOHN
Trina, ketam ne here please.

DORI S
"1l go have a | ook.

She rai ses herself up and goes to the house. Wen she cones
back she's draggi ng one of the footballers, JACK by one ear
wi th her.

Al LEEN
Jack. Shoul da known. What were ya
doi ng outside Trina's w nda | ast

ni ght ?
JACK
Not hi ng, honest!
DORI S
Lady | ost her bracelet. You take
it?
JACK
No!
Al LEEN

Better tell the truth. See how
she's sticking needles in that
dog's butt? Don't cross her.

Trina attenpts to | ook fierce, raises the needle. Jack
flinches, |ooks enbarrassed.

JACK
"struth. | didn't do nothing. | was
gonna ask her about California, but
she was asl eep. Bracel et was there,
but I didn't touch it.

DORI S
Don't need to know about
California. They shoot bl acks
t here.

She | ets himgo, he runs away.

Al LEEN
So. None of the kids took it.

DORI S
Nup.



5.
A smal |l commotion begi ns anongst the kids waiting with dogs.

SARAH
Hey! Runner's choki ng!

HANNAH
Get hi mover here.

They manhandl e the dog up onto her just-vacated table and
clear the obstruction in its airway - which turns out to be
a sparkly chanpagne-bottle charmm xed with bits of fish

TRI NA
Hey! That's the charm ny
grandnot her gave nme for ny 21st!

DORI S
That so.

She and Ail een | ook at each other, then Aileen calls to the
ki ds.

Al LEEN
Sonme of youse go and check over at
the fishing hole. See if you can
find the bracelet. Sarah, keep your
eyes open.

The kids run off. When they cone back, they're triunphant,
carrying three pieces of bracelet. Sarah has a sharp rock.

SARAH
Crows took it. Prints everywhere
Broke it on the rock.

TRI NA
Crows?

Aileen and Doris start |aughing.

Al LEEN
Best way to catch a fish is with
sonet hi ng sparkly. Crows know t hat
as well as we do.

DORI S

Some well fed crows out there

t oday!
TRI NA

There's still a few charns m ssing.
Al LEEN

You keep working. We'll send the
ki ds | ooki ng. Hope you like fish
for dinner!
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